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: '-]_:he Rule \o.f the Rich

The legislation of the present Congress shows
i _eonclugively that our gove,rnme?t is under the

o mle of the rich, The laws passed on the sub-
' jects of revenue and tariff give conclusive proof
| | that Big Bus'ness is in control.~.The repeal of
. the tax on the profiteers and the reduction of tax
~ on big incomes, ag_well as exorbitant tariff rates
given to favored hlanufaéturers;——éll furnish
ghundant evidence that the Republican leaders
* are giving to those who have large fortunes and
faking from the poorer menrbers of society.

. \' The contributions made to the campaign com-
' mittees 2rve in harmony with the legislative pol-
fey of the parties. The Democrats, opposing
gpecial privileges and defending the equal rights
"~ olall, could not go to individuals or to any class
ad demand payment for favors done, or con-
tributions in advance for favors promised. The
presg dispatches report $80,000 collected by the
- Demoorat'c committee anmd $721.000 collected
“by the Republican committee. These contribu-
“tions include those from the beginning of the
tampaign up te the date of publication, about
len days from the date of election. 'The Demo-
trats gave small amounts as ecompared with the
Republicun__ contributions. The brother of the
Becretary of the Treasury, Mellon, gave $25,000
~nearly a third as mueh as the entire amount
tollected by the Democrats. This ; looks like
fute a sum and yet it is much less than the
fmount saved to Secretary Mellon by the reduc-
ton of the tax on big incomes. As he recom-
mended the reduction and as the House passed
#, Mr, Mellon would have been saved hundreds
of thousands on his income tax. If the bill had
become a law 'as the Conference Committee
Ugreed upon it, he would have saved nearly
Wice as much as he did; but even as it was he
fved far more thanm his brother contributed

(unless his wealth has been very much over-
Mtimated), ,

]er'l‘aske the next contributor: John D: Rockefel-
' BT, gave §15,000 and his son $10,000—to-
f::,her this makes another $25,000. One family,
Hmli; - BUP’ gave nearly a third as much ag

Emocratic fund—two families ga\'e.n(';n'ly

Wo-thirds ag much ag the total of the Demo-
fratly funqs,
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hkefellers are largely interested in the
)il Company which is soon to declare
nd of 400 per cent.

\
i?t::n.g& that any open minded man should
lrihut:::ce the connection between campaign con-
Iateq lbm‘uand the enormous fortunes accumu-
Ontrib{u' ‘e aid of favoritism in government.
Docketg :mﬂ' and in return money out of the
l‘&naﬁl hU, the people—then more contributions,
0f the ‘ more money taken from the pockets
- Tay hepht.lple, It 18 a-‘“‘vigious ciyele,” or what
lgip) talled an *“endléfis chain.” To fix the

y 2 °.n the memory, I venture to illustrate

“lory T heard mamy years ago:

“In 5o willingly, “But,” explained the boy,

Vislto -
' commended a little boy for taking profit for the I

L1 .
Mnmma gives me five cents every time 1 take
a dose.”

“What do you do with the money ?" asked the
stranger,

“I put it in the bank,” replied the boy,

“And what do you do w.th the money in the
bank?" asked the stranger.

“Mamma uses it to buy more medicine.” re-
plied the boy.

When the rank and file of the people nnder-
stand what the rule of the rich means, they will
become fully aware of the change that has been
made in the policy of the government. Lincoln.
following the philosophy of Jofferson, advocated
a government of the people, by the people and
for the people. Now we have a government by
the representatives of Big Business for the
benefit of Big Business, When the awaliening
comes, it will not take the voters long to reas-
sert their power and make the government again
responsive to the people’s will and an expression
of the people's welfare, W. J. BRYAN.

A LIVING WAGE
The Railway Labor Board has caused wide-
gpread discussion of a very fundamental ques-
tion when it refused to consider the establish-
ment aef a living wage, It is not a new
sit‘'en and can not be settled by the action of

I-' opoO=

any one board or court.

The mivimum wage hag long bhad its advocates
and its cpponents; it is one of those elass (ues-
tions which is sure to arouse heated controversy,
To the capitalist the demand for A minfmum
wWage goems very unreasonable—as unrcasonable
as the suggestion of a maximum profit, His idea
is that he should be perm tted to pay as little
as possible and to make as much as |I|.f.~a-..-ii.rlv.
Society, on the other hand, ig interested Ian. fixing
a limit ‘to capitalistic greed—quite willing Lo
limit pressure upon the producers, as well as
extortion upon the consumers, '
much interested in its own protection as
capitalist is in his own prosperity. ._

The real question involved in the I:iifu;
abstract justice l“l.”-!”i"“l‘fnthit
fixing of a Ill:lli?ll;“:l.!til.:.:.::;."l::f:lrl\} 1;‘;;:'1rmp;i":‘:m]'IO
rosarded 48 O, o stoun of I
borers should be
tection without regart
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Soc'ely i6 as

Bryan Electéd

Governor

Charles W. Bryan was succesaful in the No-
vember election, being elected governor of Ne-
braska by a majerity of upwards of 50,000, ThQ
exact majority will be given n a later lssue as
the ballots had not been officially canvassed at

the time this issue of The Commoner goes to™

Press.

In addition to Mr. Bryan's election as ‘ofor-
nor, Charles W. Pool, a Demoerat, was elected
secretary of stale, and the Democrats gained
three coneressmen in Nebraska. BEx-Governor
John H, Morehead, Democrat, was elected In the
First congress'onal district by a majority of
about 3,000, Former Lieutenant-Governor

Edgar Howard, Democrat, -was elected in the

Third congressional district by about 2,500 ma-

jority, and ex-Governor Shallenberger, Demo-
crat, was elected to congress from the l‘lt_thdli-,?-n :

trict by a majority of about 2,000,

President Harding carried Nebraska two yelri
ago by about 130,000 majority. The Republl-
cang this year elected their eandidate for United
States senator, Mr. Howell, by about 975,000
majority, eleeted all the state officers with the
exception of governor and secretary of state,
elected a majority of hoth branches of the legs
islature and elected three congressmen. Two
years ago the Republicans elected all six con-
gressnien. '

Although the entire Democratic ticket
supported by all elements of the party, Mr.
Hitcheock speaking in the campaign in behalf
of Mr. Charles W, Bryan for governor aund both
Mr, W. J. and Charles W, Bryan campaigning
throughout the stdte for the re-clection of Sena-
tor Ilitchcock, the latter was not successful at
the polls. Scnator H'tchecock’'s defeat s at-
tributed to causes that had no connection with
the issues of the present campaign. Senator
Hitcheock's platform andJhg views he expressed
during the Nebraska campaign were in entire
accord w'th those of The Commoner, and his de-
feat is nct only deeply regretted by all Demo-
crats, but the people of the state suffer a dis-
tinct loss by his removal from the Senate, where
he is recognized as the leader of his party and
where he could be of great service to not only
the people of Nebraska, but of great service to
the nation,

Charles W, Bryan was elected governor on
igsucs which in a large measure affected only
the state. His attack on high taxes .and the
apecific program which he outlined for placing
the state again on a business basis and putting
the state government back 'fnto the hands of the
people proved to be very popular with the vot-
ers.

Further information about the Nebraska cam-
paign will be published in a later issue. Below
will be found telegrams exchanged between
Senator Hitchcock and Charles W, Bryan, also
between Mr. Randall, Republican candidate for
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